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IMPORTANCE OF VOTING

As Karnataka State Assembly election scheduled on 12" May 2018, casting of voting rights become matter of discussion and important
currentissue.

While there are some who genuinely cast their vote, many people sit back and relax on voting day, and others are cajoled into voting for
particular candidates. The importance of voting is lost amongst the hustle and bustle of city life. While everyone sits and complains about
this and that, and makes suggestions that the government should change this and that, the elections come and go without half the
population paying attention. The highest recorded voter turnout in India was recorded in 2014 for the LokSabha elections at 66.4%. That
means close to half the population does not exercise their right to vote.

Reasons to vote

It's our right - As a democratic country, India is built on the foundations of election. Our Parliament and Legislatures are of the people, by
the people and for the people. Voting is a constitutional right that we are privileged to have. We take it for granted, but the constitution has
given us the right to elect who we want, and the right to make the change.

Your vote counts - Every vote counts. Though it seems like an endless sea of people are there to vote, every vote counts. When the
national attitude changes from thinking “my vote doesn't make a difference”, then the numbers increase and a multitude of people voting
will make the difference. The responsibility lies on every individual.

NOTA - The Government of India has made the provision for voters to exercise their vote even if they are not happy with any of the
candidates. NOTA stands for None of the Above and this is an important vote to cast for those who aren't satisfied by any of the parties
standing. Voting NOTA expresses that none of the candidates are good enough. NOTA votes count, however in case the majority of the
votes are NOTA, then the party with the next majority will come to power.

India's history - Indians struggled to win our freedom and we have the right to vote because of them. Exercising our right to vote upholds
what our freedom fighters envisioned for India. We can honor and respect our freedom fighters and the struggle of our past generations by
voting for a better India.

How do Elections work - In order to be convinced to vote, you should also know how the elections work. India is a democracy with an
asymmetric federal government. Officials are elected from the local levels to state levels and the federal level.

Process of Elections - To conduct the elections and ensure smooth functioning, the Election Commission of India was formed. The
Election commission takes care of everything related to elections which includes the superintendence, control and direction of the
elections and the conduct of the elections. The following is @ summary of the process of voting that you need to know.

e You first need to be registered on the Electoral Roll which is a list of eligible voters. You can apply online as well as at the VRECs, at
designated locations or through a Booth Level Officer.

You will be issued a Voter ID which you need to present at the polling booth.

The responsibility lies on the citizen to be aware of who is standing for elections.

Itis also the responsibility of the citizen to find out where the polling booth is in their respective constituency.
You can vote on the Electronic Voting Machines.

You should familiarise yourself with the symbols of the candidates, because the names of the candidates will be listed in alphabetical
orderinthe respective state's language.

Allyou have todoiis press the blue button next to your desired candidate's name and symbol. You can also vote NOTA.
You will receive a mark of ink on your finger that signifies that you voted.
While it helps identify if you have already voted, itis also a proud symbol you can bear.
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